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MARQEZ NEUMILLER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Marqez 
Neumiller for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Marqez Neumiller is an 8th grader at North Ar-
vada Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Marqez 
Neumiller is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Marqez Neumiller for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. GABRIEL 
ROSENFELD 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Gabriel Rosenfeld, who is being 
honored in memoriam at the Neighbors Link 
Gala this year, where the ‘‘Be a Hero’’ award 
will be instituted in his name. 

Mr. Rosenfeld, known to all as Gabby, was 
a good friend of mine. He was born and raised 
in Brooklyn, New York, and fought in World 
War II, during which he was awarded the 
Bronze Star and a Purple Heart. In recognition 
of his service to the people of France, he was 
also inducted into the French Legion of Honor 
in 2011 and awarded the French Legion of 
Honor medal. Following the war, Gabby at-
tended Cornell University, where he met his 
wife Louise, and together they moved to 
Chappaqua, New York, in my district. 

While living in Chappaqua, Gabby was 
known for his devotion to serving the commu-
nity. He served as chairman of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for the Town of New Castle 
for over 30 years, as well as serving on the 
boards of the Katonah Museum of Art, North-
ern Westchester Hospital, A-Home, and the 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Cen-
ter. He was a president of the Rotary Club 
and also a long-time and very active member 
of the New Castle Historical Society, the 
League of Women Voters, and the New Castle 
Democratic Committee. 

Additionally, Gabby served on the board of 
Neighbors Link, an organization dedicated to 
the healthy integration of immigrants into our 
communities. In memory of his lifetime of hard 
work and commitment to the mission of their 
organization, Neighbors Link has created the 
‘‘Be A Hero’’ award in Gabby’s name. This an-
nual honor will pay tribute to his legacy, and 
will be presented to individuals who have 
demonstrated vision, compassion, and com-
mitment to his or her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the mem-
ory of my good friend Mr. Gabriel Rosenfeld. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
his life, and to praise Neighbor’s Link for the 
creation of the ‘‘Be a Hero’’ award in his 
name. 

f 

REGARDING THE ONGOING NEGO-
TIATIONS TO PREVENT IRAN 
FROM ACQUIRING A NUCLEAR 
WEAPON 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand to 
commend the efforts of President Obama and 
our P5+1 partners to achieve a strong, 
verifiable agreement to prevent Iran from ac-
quiring a nuclear weapon. 

The economic sanctions imposed through 
joint action from the Congress and the presi-
dent, combined with the sanctions imposed by 
our international partners, have succeeded in 
bringing Iran to the negotiating table. We must 
maintain the unity that has succeeded in keep-
ing the pressure on Iran. That unity helped 
produce an interim agreement last November 
that, among other things, effectively eliminated 
Iran’s stockpile of more highly enriched nu-
clear material. Even the early critics of the in-
terim agreement have now acknowledged that 
it was a useful step. 

We now have The Framework for a Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action on Iran’s Nu-
clear Program that represents another impor-
tant step toward the goal of preventing Iran 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon. As the Ad-
ministration has acknowledged, many impor-
tant details remain to be negotiated in the 
coming months. I will be carefully monitoring 
and reviewing the ongoing negotiations to de-
termine whether the final product meets the 
objectives we have established. As these ne-
gotiations proceed, it is important that Con-
gress refrain from taking actions that could 
weaken our negotiating position and under-
mine the multi-lateral sanctions that brought 
Iran to the negotiating table. 

There is a very important role for Congress 
in this process. Congress will review this 
agreement and have the opportunity to act. 
Moreover, any repeal of the sanctions legisla-
tion will require congressional action. As nego-
tiations continue, I look forward to working 
with the president and my congressional col-
leagues to prevent Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon. I agree with President Obama 
that it would be best if we can achieve that 
objective by negotiating a verifiable agree-
ment. 

f 

LOGAN BEDFORD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Logan Bed-
ford for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Logan 
Bedford is a 12th grader at Warren Tech 

North and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Logan Bed-
ford is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Logan Bedford for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVE MCCONNELL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Dave McConnell, who this year is observing 
his 50th year in the District of Columbia at 
WTOP Radio, where he has provided out-
standing service to radio listeners in Wash-
ington, D.C. and the national capital region. 

For five decades, Dave McConnell has been 
the deeply crisp golden voice the national cap-
ital region has tuned in to for news. Dave has 
brilliantly made himself the preeminent re-
porter the region can trust to get the news 
straight. Dave’s grasp of the complicated news 
of the day is so profound that he can summa-
rize it in a few short edifying sentences. So 
significant has been Dave’s talented voice, his 
peerless dedication to unbiased reporting, and 
his vast knowledge of Congress and of Wash-
ington that WTOP owes part of its continued 
success to Dave McConnell. 

A graduate of the University of Maryland, 
Dave McConnell was drafted to work for 
Armed Forces Radio before returning to the 
Washington area, where he first worked at 
WTTG Channel Five and WMAL before start-
ing at WTOP in 1965, where he has remained 
for 50 years. 

Dave continues to thrive in his career. His 
popular ‘‘Today on the Hill’’ reports are broad-
cast each weekday, each hour in the morning 
and afternoon, with the occasional special re-
ports. Dave has provided exemplary coverage 
of 12 presidential elections, five inaugurations, 
and countless political changes. He has been 
the recipient of a host of honors. Among the 
most notable are his recent Career Achieve-
ment of the Radio and Television Correspond-
ents Association award in 2013 along with his 
2001 AIR Lifetime Achievement Award and 
the Society of Professional Journalists Hall of 
Fame award in 1999. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress, like 
residents of the District of Columbia, where 
WTOP is located, and the entire national cap-
ital region, have benefited from Dave’s straight 
forward and always unbiased reporting. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Dave McConnell for 50 years of extraordinary 
reporting with WTOP Radio. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 26TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE RELEASE OF 
‘‘FIELD OF DREAMS’’ 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the motion picture, ‘‘Field of 
Dreams,’’ which is set in the First District of 
Iowa. 26 years ago today, movie-goers were 
introduced to the wonderful pastoral land-
scapes that dot my district and first heard ‘‘If 
you build it, he will come.’’ Since then, the 
movie, adapted from the novel ‘‘Shoeless Joe’’ 
by W.P. Kinsella, has become recognized as 
a representation of classic American cinema. 

Directed by Phil Alden Robinson and star-
ring Kevin Costner, Amy Madigan, James Earl 
Jones, Ray Liotta, and Burt Lancaster, ‘‘Field 
of Dreams’’ uniquely blends the importance of 
family, dreams deferred, and America’s pas-
time—baseball. Released on April 21, 1989, 
‘‘Field of Dreams’’ received three Academy 
Award nominations: Best Original Score, Best 
Adapted Screenplay, and Best Picture. 

The original farmhouse and baseball dia-
mond from the movie, in Dyersville, Iowa, is 
open daily to the public for the 2015 season 
through October free of charge. On July 5, 
2015, the ghost players will return to the field 
for their first ‘‘Ghost Sunday’’ game of the 
year. Visitors enjoy a ball game played by the 
baseball legends appearing in the movie. I en-
courage all fans to visit the Field of Dreams 
site website at www.fodmoviesite.com for 
more information. 

On the anniversary of the release of ‘‘Field 
of Dreams,’’ I encourage all baseball lovers, 
movie-buffs, and Americans to visit this time-
less piece of Americana where they may ask 
themselves: ‘‘Is this heaven?—No, it’s Iowa.’’ 

f 

MELISSA PEREZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Melissa Perez 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Melissa Perez 
is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5–8 and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Melissa 
Perez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Me-
lissa Perez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

IN HONOR OF MS. DEE RASCO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Dee Rasco, an exemplary teacher, 
on the day of her eighth grade class’ trip to 
our nation’s Capitol. Ms. Rasco has taught at 
Junipero Serra School in Carmel, CA for 25 
years and has led her class on the Wash-
ington, DC trip for the last 15 years. A day has 
not gone by without her inspiring her students 
to learn, flourish, and thrive. 

Ms. Rasco embodies the qualities of an ex-
traordinary educator. An expert on U.S. his-
tory, she instills a love for our nation’s heritage 
and tradition in her students. She encourages 
an unending curiosity and love of learning that 
will endure over a lifetime. She patiently works 
with all students regardless of individual dif-
ficulties; her passion to help them succeed 
overcomes all barriers. 

Mr. Speaker, a great teacher is a treasure 
to her school, community, and country. I ask 
my colleagues to join with me in recognizing 
and thanking Ms. Dee Rasco for her dedica-
tion. 

f 

WISHING SSGT HOWARD LEE 
PAYNE A HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, in February, 
1942, Howard Payne was a 27-year old em-
ployee of the Bank of Benton when he re-
ceived his induction notice. He reported to the 
Scott Field, IL, Induction Center and was as-
signed an Army serial number. Payne com-
pleted his basic training at Camp McCoy, WI, 
the site of the Second Army Maneuvers where 
65,000 Soldiers from seven states formed the 
largest troop concentration in the Midwest. 
Payne was sent to Fort Sheridan, IL and then 
to Camp Ellis near Macomb, IL where he was 
assigned to the 368th Engineer Battalion. In 
October 1943, Payne’s battalion was alerted 
that it would be shipping out from Camp 
Shanks, NY. 

Payne remembers leaving the New York 
Harbor and viewing the Statue of Liberty. ‘‘Our 
Captain told us to take a good look at the 
Statue because some of you will never see 
her again.’’ Payne recounts, ‘‘He was right. I 
saw an unbelievable loss of life. We did not 
outgun the German’s. We just outnumbered 
them.’’ 

Payne was with the first military convoy to 
travel overseas. Passage of the Atlantic 
Ocean was dangerous because the German’s 
controlled the air and sea with submarines 
below and with airplanes above. It took his 
ship 14 days to cross the Atlantic Ocean due 
to the strength of the enemy. ‘‘Our ship had to 
zigzag in the ocean to keep out of harm’s 
way.’’ Most American troop ships were accom-
panied by battleships. 

Payne’s ship landed in Bristol, England, 
amid a furious battle. German airplanes were 
strafing Bristol’s railroad tracks, city streets, 
and local citizens. To help ward off the low fly-

ing airplanes, the residents of Bristol had 
erected huge balloons to keep the planes from 
flying at a low altitude. ‘‘We were introduced to 
war shortly after we landed.’’ Members of the 
368th were boarded on trains and transported 
to Liverpool, England. ‘‘We began building air-
ports and housing for the troops,’’ noted 
Payne. While they were constructing airfields 
and barracks, the United States declared war 
on Germany. 

In May, 1944, the 368th were told that they 
would be a part of an invasion. ‘‘We loaded 
our ships with equipment and troops and wait-
ed. Multiple times we were told to ‘‘ship-out,’’ 
but on two occasions, we were ordered to 
‘‘stand-down.’’ Weather played a role in the 
timeline for the invasion. ‘‘Finally, we got or-
ders to ship out’’ Payne remembers. On June 
6, 1944, U.S. Army Private Payne was in the 
second wave at Utah Beach in the Normandy 
Peninsula Invasion. Payne joined thousands of 
Americans in Operation Overlord. 

GIs from the 368th were transferred from 
ships to Landing Ships, Tanks (LST). The 
LSTs were filled with caterpillars, tractors, and 
heavy construction equipment. The weight of 
the equipment caused the LST to sit deep in 
the water. ‘‘Our LST hit the ocean’s floor early 
and we had to jump out and wade ashore.’’ 

Utah Beach was one of the five sectors of 
the Allied invasion of German-occupied 
France in the Normandy landings. The west-
ernmost of the five landing beaches, Utah is 
on the Cotentin Peninsula. Amphibious land-
ings at Utah were undertaken by U.S. Army 
troops, with sea transport and naval artillery 
support provided by the U.S. Navy, with ele-
ments from the British Royal Navy. 

The objective at Utah Beach was to secure 
a beachhead, the location of important port fa-
cilities at Cherbourg. The amphibious assault 
by the U.S. 4th Infantry Division and 70th 
Tank Battalion was supported by airborne 
landings of the 82nd and the 101st. Their mis-
sion was to seal off the Cotentin Peninsula to 
prevent the Germans from reinforcing Cher-
bourg. The Allies faced two battalions of the 
919th Grenadier Regiment, part of the 709th 
Static Infantry Division. German fortifications 
were under the leadership of ‘‘The Desert 
Fox,’’ Field Marshal Erwin Rommel. 

Payne remembers that the beaches were 
strewed with men who were dead, dying and 
wounded. The Germans were high over the 
cliffs. The first goal was to get ashore and 
scale the cliffs. ‘‘When we got to the top of the 
cliffs, I thought the rough part was over, but I 
discovered the bad stuff was just beginning’’ 
Payne recalls. 

Members of the 386th immediately began 
clearing the area of obstacles and mines. Ad-
ditional American reinforcements continued to 
arrive. At the close of D–Day, Allied forces 
had captured about half of the planned area. 
Contingents of German defenders remained, 
but the beachhead was secure. Payne’s unit 
pushed the Germans back to Le Mans, 
France. The 368th constructed a pontoon 
bridge to facilitate the European Theater of 
Operations and allowed Lieutenant Colonel 
Christian Clarke, Jr. to move his 358th Infan-
try, 90th Infantry Division across the river. 
Clarke proceeded on into Western France. 

Payne was with the forces that helped lib-
erate Paris, fought the enemy to Luxemburg, 
and was caught in the Ardennes region of 
Wallonia in Belgium. It was the winter of 1944 
when the Allied Forces had to defend the im-
portant harbor of Antwerp from the Germans 
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